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PREFACE. 


J 


Heattn is unquestionably the greatest temporal 
blessing conferred on man, Mankind are liable to sucli 
a variety of diseases, that the utility’and necessity of 
remedies are obviously indicated.. The Author of 
nature has suffered the malady, and provided the anti- 
dote. This remark is exemplified in the case of a ven- 
omous bite. It may be inferred then, that if oné disor- 
der is curable, there are substances provided for the 
cure of every disease incident to the human body. 
The brute creation, when sick, are taught by instinct 
when and where to apply for relief; but man, being 
possessed of rational faculties, is lefi to discover reme- 
dies, by observation, experience, and reason. It being 
admitted that such remedies do @xist, the important 
inquiry is, are they known, and in use? Alas! for 
the human family, it is.a_ melancholy fact, that this 
question cannot be answered in’ the affirmative, 
Instead of an efficacious and effectual mode of treating 
diseases, the most pernicious and dangerous one is 
substitued ; which, like the demon of destruction, has 
swept more from the earth than the wars of Europe. 

There is a certain class of persons, who make 


pretentions to the healing art; but, notwithstanding ~ 


several hundred years’ experience of their predeces- 

sors, are hardly able to cure a single disease. The 

science of medicine, in all its branches, is wretched 

beyond description, Poison, instead of salutary medi- 

cines, is daily administered. The article of mercury 
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alone, denominated “the champion of the Materia 
Medica,” has destroyed more lives than the sword, 
famine, and pestilence. This poisonous mineral, like 
the knife and lancet, has scattered disease and death 
throughout the world. Some, having observed the 
vast quantities of medicine poured into the human 
system without benefit, have affirmed, that neither 
medicine nor art has any influence in the cure of dis- 
eases ; imputing their reinoval entirely to nature, or 
that principle denominated vis medicatrix natura, 
Dr. Reece thus remarks :—“‘ Common sense, common 
honesty, and common humanity, are at variance with 
the present condition of medicine. Indeed, the expe- 
rience of every day shows the necessity of a substan- 
tial, practical, and permanent remodelling of the pro- 
fession. Physicians have basely sacrificed the health 
and lives of their fellow creatures, at the shrine of 
avarice and gain.” 

The design of this work is to expose the present 
unhappy and deplorable state of medicine ; and the 
editor pledges himself to prove these assertions. It is 
undertaken from the most conscientious motives, from 
a full conviction of its necessity. If it be asked, what 
is the use of such a publication? I answer, in the 
words of that venerable patriarch, the Rev. John Wes- 
Jey—* The greatest that can possibly be conceived. 
Is it not needful in the highest degree, to rescue men 
from the jaws ofdestruction ; from wasting their for- 
tunes, as:thousands have done, and continue to do 
daity ; from pining away in sickness and pain, either 
through the ignorance or knavery of physicians’? yea, 
and many times throwing away their lives, after their 
health, time, and substance.”” Regardles of obliging 
or disobliging any man living, this work is now under- 
taken ; anticipating, at the same time, the most impla- 
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cable enemies, and a flood of calumny. For, says 
the celebrated Dr. Harvey, ‘* he who professes tobe 
a reformer of the art of physic must expect to run 
the risk of the martyrdom of his life.” It is confi- 
dently hoped, that all who ‘dare think for them- 
selves,” who regard their own health and the welfare 
of others, will encourage this work. — ; 
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The design of this work has been briefly expressed 
in the Prospectus ; it now becomes our duty to fulfil 
our engagement, viz :— 

To expose the present unhappy condition of the sci- 
ence of medicine. It is sincerely hoped that every 
reader will divest himself of prejudice, and open his 
mind to conviction. It is a subject of the greatest 
importance ; not only a single individual or family is 
concerned, but cities, countries, and nations. It is of 
infinite moment to us, and our posterity. If it related 
only to our civil rights, it might be deemed of less 
consequence, but it relates to life and health, the 
greatest of all temporal blessings. 

The utility of the healing art may be inferred 
from the example and works of our Saviour. The 
greatest part of his miraculous life was employed, not 
in the affairs of government, which he avoided, nor 
in matters of law, which he absolutely refused to 
meddle with, but in going about and doing good, by 
curing bodily maladies ; and he sent forth his disci- 
ples to heal all manner of sickness, and all manner 
of diseases. Again, he declared, ‘*‘ the well have no 
need of a physician, but the sick.” If, then, the sick 
have need of a physician, it is of the highest impor- 
tance to inquire into the qualifications of those who 
assume this responsible title. They are the guardians 
of our health. When deprived of this, we commit 
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sur lives to their charge, we are governed by their 
directions, they are, therefore, the instruments of life in 
or death. What deplorable consequences must fol- 
low, if in place of beneficial, they administer deleteri- 
ous medicine! If this be the case, if our lives are 
‘rifled with, is it not time that every friend of hyman- ‘ 
ity should interfere, and use every endeavour to res- 
cue the lives of their fellow men from destruction ? 
“If, (says Dr. James,) the dignity of physic, like that 
of Moloch, is to be supported by human sacrifices, it is 
the duty of every civil society to treat both the art 
: and its professors like the Knight Templers, who, for 
their transcendant villianies, were extirpated from the 
face of the earth.” 
We are aware of the high grounds which we 
occupy. We have the most plausible theories to 
contend with, deep rooted prejudices, the trammels 
and fetters of schools, and also a host of physicians, 
whom, we presume, neither the power of persuasion, 
reason, or argument will convice or reform. It is 
neither calumny nor the most virulent opposition will | 
deter us from the accomplishment of our design We ; 
profess to be actuated by motives of benevolence and 
philanthropy ; therefore, we court not the applause, | 
nor fear the frowns of any man. The lives of our 
fellow creatures are at stake, we see them labouring 
under diseases which are exasperated, aggravated, and 
rendered fatal by improper treatment; and we feel it 
our duty to expose, and better the degraded state of 
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physic. 

If our work does not stand the test of scrutiny on 
the closest examination, we wish it to be disregarded 
and exploded. But, on the contrary, if it rests on the 


immutability of truth, it behoves every person to give 
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it that weight and consideration which it demands ; 
and for a decision, we appeal to the public. ‘ The 
public is a stern, inflexible, and finally unerring tribu- 
nal, before which it is unnecessary to plead the cause 
of merit, and useless to varnish infirmity. Friends 
may flatter, and enemies may defame, but the public 
at large do justice, because they are far removed from 
the sphere of personal feeling and influence. It is to 
this tribunal, and to this alone, that we shall ever 
appeal.’ 

In the prosecution of our plan, we shall adduce 
such facts and evidences as have been experienced, 
and recorded by some of the most distinguished prac- 
titioners, both in Europe and America. Proof from 
such authority, corroborated by daily experience, we 
humbly trust will silence all opposition, and convince 
every resonable person, of the truth of our assersions. 

We shall, in the first place, present our readers 
with a sketch of the revolutions of medicine, in order 
to illustrate the present chaos into which it has fallen. 








